
Tools and Incentives for Green Diesel Technology: 
Lower Emissions, Higher Profits 

 
September 6 and 7, 2006 – Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago, 230 S. LaSalle St.  

 
Conference Objective:  Identify incentives and barriers to developing programs that 
finance diesel emission reduction and fuel-efficient technologies. Through an interactive 
dialogue between capital users (trucking, rail companies) and providers (public economic 
agencies, small business organizations, private lenders), participants will work together to 
conceptualize new finance tools and incentives for green diesel technologies. 
 
Participants:  Senior level policy officials in the finance, trucking, and rail industries as 
well as policy makers in state economic, environmental, energy, and transportation 
agencies. 
 
Event Sponsors:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To Register: 
To register, please email Julie Henning (henning.julie@epa.gov, 312-886-4882) with 
your name, title, affiliation, street address, phone number, and email address.  We request 
that you register by August 28.  Please note that your name must be on the registration 
list to enter the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago.  For questions about this event, please 
contact Julie or Jennifer Dunn (dunn.jennifer@epa.gov, 312-353-5899). 
 
 
Accommodations: 
Overnight accommodations at a discounted rate for this conference are available by 
calling either the Union League Club of Chicago at (800) 443-0578 by August 18, or the 
Crowne Plaza Chicago Metro at (800) 2 CROWNE by August 28.  Please reference EPA 
Green Diesel Conference.  Note that the rooms available at these rates are limited. 
 
 
 
 

1 

mailto:henning.julie@epa.gov
mailto:dunn.jennifer@epa.gov


Conference Agenda 
 
Wednesday, September 6 
 
11:30 AM Registration 
 
1:00 PM Opening Remarks  
 
 U.S. EPA Region 5 Acting Regional Administrator, Bharat Mathur  
 
1:30 PM Midwest Clean Diesel Initiative:  
  Impacting One Million Engines by 2010 
 
1:45 PM  Panel Discussion:  Overview of Freight Movement and Finance  
 

Senior policy representatives from the trucking, rail and financial 
industries will provide an overview of their industry and the economic 
challenges and opportunities that occur in implementing green diesel 
solutions. 
 

o Glen Kedzie, Assistant General Counsel and Environmental 
Counsel, American Trucking Association  (Confirmed) 

 

o Michael Iden, General Director of Car and Locomotive 
Engineering, Union Pacific (Confirmed) 

 

o Rob Hart, Senior Vice President, Surface Transportation Group, 
LaSalle Bank (Confirmed) 
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2:45 PM Motivations for Greening Diesel  
 
 Speaker will discuss progress in reducing diesel emissions thus far and the 

economic, health, and environmental motivations for continuing to reduce 
these emissions.   

 
o Dr. James Eberhardt, Chief Scientist, Office of FreedomCAR and 

Vehicle Technologies, U. S. Department of Energy (Confirmed) 
 

3:15 PM Grant Programs Panel 
  

This panel will discuss how organizations overcame specific challenges in 
developing and administering grant programs aimed at reducing diesel 
emissions. 
 
o Steve Dayton, Administrator of Texas Emissions Reduction 

Program, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (Confirmed) 
Texas Emissions Reduction Program 
 

o Senator Robert L. Cowles, State of Wisconsin,  (Invited) 
 Wisconsin Diesel Truck Idling Grant Program 
 

 

o EPA Office of Transportation and Air Quality (Confirmed) 
Diesel Provisions of the Energy Policy Act 

 
4:00 PM Grant Program Breakout Discussion 
 
5:00 PM Grant Program Next Steps 
 
5:20 PM  Adjourn 
 
 
Thursday, September 7 
 
8:30 AM Loan Programs Panel 
  

This panel will discuss how organizations overcame specific challenges in 
developing and administering loan programs aimed at reducing diesel 
emissions. 

 
o Sharon Banks, Cascade Sierra Solutions (Confirmed) 

Innovative APU Loan Program 
 

o Mark Shanahan, Executive Director, Ohio Air Quality 
Development Authority (Confirmed) 
Ohio Revolving Loan Program 
 

o Prabhat Diksit, Innovative Finance Specialist, Federal Highway 
Administration (Confirmed) 
FHWA Funding Opportunities 
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o Mike Nelson, Small Business Ombudsman, Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency (Confirmed) 
MPCA’s Small Business Loan Program 
 

o US Bank (Invited) 
 

o Wachovia (Invited) 
 

o Alexander Roth, Federal Railroad Administration (Confirmed) 
Railroad Rehabilitation and Improvement Financing 

 
9:45 AM Loan Program Breakout Discussion 
 
10:45 AM Loan Program Next Steps 

 
11:00 AM Tax Incentives Panel 
 

This panel will discuss how organizations overcame specific challenges in 
developing and administering tax incentive programs aimed at reducing 
diesel emissions. 
 

o Rick Wallace, Oregon Department of Energy (Confirmed) 
Business Energy Tax Credit 
 

o Frank Van Haren, Washington Department of Ecology 
(Confirmed) 
Tax Credit for Shore Power and Retrofits 
 

o Stacy Allman, Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
(Confirmed) 
Particulate Matter Reduction Equipment Tax Credit 

 
11:30 AM Tax Incentives Breakout Discussion 
 
12:15 AM Tax Incentives Next Steps 
 
12:30 PM Luncheon and Keynote Address 
 Tim Martin, Director, Illinois Department of Transportation 

(Confirmed) 
  
1:40 PM Bringing It All Together:  Grants, Loans and Tax Incentives 
 
2:10 PM Commitment to Next Steps 
 
2:40 PM Adjourn 
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